
In Horwr of tM Felton 01,d Covered Bridge 
- This Year Celebrating Its 75th _Birthday -

THE FELTON VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 
Present This. ... 

PRICE PER COPY: 15¢ MAILED IN USA: 25¢ 

8th Annual Covered Bridge Benefit Breakfast 
SUNDAY, JULY 9, 1967 

Sponsored by 

Fehon Volunleer Fire Dept., Inc. 
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The pboto is loaned through the courtesy of the 
Wm. F. Sinnott family of Felton. It sbows the Felton 
Covered Bridge about the turn of the century. Un-
fortunately, the photo is somewhat discolored and 
doesn't properly show the man at the reins. He 1S 
Nick S!Jmott, a prominent San Lorenzo Valley citizen 
wbo was a member of the Boa.rd of Supervisors 
(1914-1927) and served also as Santa Cruz County 
Sheriff (1927-1931). He continued to be honored until 
his death in 1935. 

Congratulations to the Felton Fire Department 

for its own special brand of service to the families of the area. 

COUNTY BANK 
Serving San Lorenzo Volley since 1870 

22 Years Before the 

Felton Covered Bridge Was Built 

MEMBER FEDEfcAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
MEMBER FEDERAL RESERVE SYSTEM 

I 



Most of the men on 
Felton Volunteer Firemen roster 

Left to right are GeorgeHucbcroft, Bud Wright, Bob Bowen, president of the Volunteers, 
Bill Wright, CODde Poulson, Bill Avilla,DouglasKlss,Bob Miller, assistant fire chief and 
a fire commissioner, Bob Brown. Herman Sablmao and Forrest Edwards, clerk. 

The Felton Volunteer Firemen• are more than a group of men who fight fires (even 
though this really is all they're asked to do), they also demonstrate their love for com-
mwlity in a number of other ways. The rescue truck in the photo is one such community 
project they have undertaken. Their task is to raise money to purchase the truck and its 
ezpensive gear. Profits from the sale of advertising and copy sales of this Commemora-
tive Issue will be put to this end. • 

Aoother of the firemen's community projects is sponsorship of the Bridge Breakfast 
each year. Proceeds from this are used to testore this interesting and historic span, 
which is a delightful link with Felton's early days. Nearly $5,000 bas already been SPeDi 
for this purpose. 

These are only two of many dozens of projects undertaken by these men, many com-
pleted, many continuing, that make the community of Felton a better place to live. 

THIS ISSUE PREPARED ~y THE VALLEY PRESS 

CARPETS 
LINOLEUM 
CUSTOM DRAPERIES 
CUT-TO-MEASURE WINDOW SHADES 
_SALES - INSTALLATION 

Very Good Values Carpet I 
Felton Floor Covering 

Paul Eldb, Owner 
P.O. Box 507, Felton 

Store Ph. 335-7455 
Res. Ph. 335-7275 
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Eat Hearty at the Bridge Breakfast 

Eat Better All the Time 

by Shopping 

-MARKET ~N FELTON 
USDA Choice Meats 

Fussed-Over, Top Quality Produce 

Top Brands in Groceries, liquor, Etc. 

-
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Valley's Volunteer Firemen 

exemplify community spirit 

In the early 1900's Felton's onlypiece 
of fire fjghtiJII equipment was a hand-
drawn cart and bose that couldbebooked 
up to four hydrants in town. 

The vehicle waspurcllasedbybusiness 
men in the community, but its effective-
ness depended upon the citizens' res-
ponse when someone hollered "fire!'' 

T he re was no chief or organized 
department to fight the• enemy to any 
community's life--ffre. 

'lbe old cart was stored on the river 
bank underneath the livery stable, and 
high waters of the river swept it away 
one winter. 

A great many changes have been made 
since those days. 

Today, the Felton Fire District is 
protected by a modern, well organized 
and equipped Volunteer Fire Department. 

It all began in 1939, again with in-
t->rPsted citizens. 

fire .::a.lifornia State Division of For-
estry wanted to locate in Santa Cruz 
County and a survey determined that 
Felton was the best place. 

However, there was no money to pur-
chase the land for the he~er, and 
other communities were offering free 
land as an enticement. 
• A group of citizens, led by Ted Toft 

and William Featherstone, State Fire 
Wardens at the time; and Willlam Ru-
bottom, Superintendent of Big Trees 
County Park, met and formed tbe first 
Felton Voluntary Fire Department. 

An arrangement was set •P with 
Featherstone•s father, a real estate 
developer, for land to be leased by 
the State Forestry Division and even-
tually to be t,oupt by the Vowuteer 
Fire Department. The land was later 
bought by the department for $2,000, 
raised by donations and benefits. 

The presence of the forestry head-
quarters in the area provided a 
greater fire protection, and the initial 
spirit of. cool)8rati~between the volun-
teer department and forestry officials 
has continued through the yea.rs. 

William Featherstone became the first 
chief of the volunteers, and the depart-
ment bought its first piece of equipment. 
It was a portable pump with a 300-
gallon tank with a 250 foot, 1-1/2 inch 
hose. It was assembled on skids; so it 
could be sboved onto a truck bed. 

In 1946, 'l disastrous fire destroyed 
three buildings in the center of Felton, 
and citizens, aware that greater fire 

protection was needed, formed the Fel-
ton Fire Protection District in 1948; 

Ted Toft became the first Fire Chief 
of the district that year and bas been 
ever since. 

In the ensuing years, the district 
purchased land and built and dedicated 
the present fire at Kirby and 
Gushee Streets, in 1954. 

All of the equipment from the first 
fire department went to the district, 
and new equipment was added. Today 
the district bas three pumper trucks, 
a jeep and a portable power plant, and 
a fully equipped rescue squad truck. 

The first pumper truck acquired. a 
four-wheel drive Dodge, was bought· in 
1948 and is still in service. 

It was used in the 1959 Pine Mount-
ain Fire, which burned thousand.5 of 
acres from Big Basin to tile Bonny 
Doon area, and proved to be the only 
truck which coulct: navigate the rough 
terrain. State forestry officials were 
so impressed with its performance, 
that 33 trucks like it were purchased 
by the state the next year. 

While most of the equipment is pur-
chased oow with money from the tax-
supported district, the Volunteers have 
contributed many extras with funds 
raised by their benefit activities. 

Many of the comforts of the fire 
house, which is used for social activi-
ties, as well, have been bought with 
such money. 

This year the volunteers put nearly 
$2000 "WOrth of equipment into the new 
rescue truck, which is manned by three 
men who are specially trained to serve 
as a life-avills 1111it. 

As a special community project the 
Volunteers have sponsored the restora-
tion of the Felton Old Covered Bridge, 
and have spent nearly $5,000 over the 
last seven years on it. 

The department has 20 volunteers on 
its Roster at present, and they meet 
for weekly drills oo Tuesdays. They 
receive a small compensation for their 
drills and responses to fire calls. 

There is also a Ladies Auxiliary, 
wbose members assist in fund raising 
activities. 

The Volunteer fire fighters today 
exemplify the traditional spirit of a 
community's most valued citizens; they 
are instantly prepared to protect the 
welfare of others. 

! HAPPY 75th BIRTHDAY ! 
FELTON COVERED BRIDGE 
P.T.S. IS ONL '{ 14 YRS. OLD BUT WE BRIDGE. 

A NEED FROM TV ST A TIONS TO YOUR SET 
CH 2•3-3-4-5-7-9 

ow-.10N o . -.~, 

PACIFIC TELESCRIPTION 
SYSTEM 

1376 ~QUEL A VE. SANTA CRU2' 

CALL - 423-6510· 
AFTER HRS. - 423-6514 

SMITH'·s-SHOES Best Wishes 
to All Attending 

the Bridge Breakfast 

.• HIGHWAY 9. OOUTH 
FELTON 

. DIAL 335-45IZ 

S & H GREEN ST AMPS 

AND HAPPY 75th B RTHDA Y 
OLD COVERED BRIDGE 

Serving the Valley With Famous-Name Shoes 
and with Shoe Repairing 

Enjoy your breakfast 

on Felton's historic 
Old Covered Bri~e! 
• DRESSES 

• HOSE 

• SPORTSWEAR 

• LINGERIE 

Francie's Dress Slwp 
Hwy 9, So., Felton 335-4844 

STATE HIGHWAY 9 FELTO_N, CALIF.· • 335-4307. 

EXCEWN'.f _CUISINE· • •I 

.. .. -
BANQUm &· PRIVATE PARTIES· A -SPEC·IALTY · 

In A D1stinctively Modern A tmospbere 

WEEKDAYS ~1'1' P.M.-SUNDAY 4-10 P.M.' 
SATURDAY 5 P.M. to 12 MIDNIGHT 

·DINNBDANCiNG 
IN THE COPPER ,IOQM 

WED. through SAT. 
to the 

Bolt Judd Q1artet 
Ed, Louie and Bob Costella - Your Congenial Hosts 

MEMBER--HILTON CARTE BLANCHE, AMERICAN EXPRESS, DINERS 
CLUB and BANKAMERICARD • 

"Distinctive Dining in Nature's Wonderland•: .. 



Felton Fire Chief Ted Toft 
The Old. Covered Bridge and Ted Toft go together. Ted is a pioneer 
of Felton and he grew up knowing well this historic span over the 
San Lorenzo River. It was he who conceived the idea of the Annual 
Bridge Breakfasts in order to raise funds to restore the old structure. 
Ted supplied most of the material (words and pictures) for this 
Commemorative Issue. He has served as Felton Fire Chief since 
1945, but bis efforts on behalf of the community go far beyond this area. 

-CT STATIOI 

Complete Auto Repairs ot 

FELTON 
AUTO SERVICE 

--

Rich fie Id Service 
--- ------ -. 

DON'S AUTO BODY & PAINTING 

Eldon l\h i te, Mgr. 
Dial 335-5121 

I 
I 

H-y 9 & Plateau 
Felton 
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Our Compliments to the 

Felton Volunteer Firemen 

for their Many Community Proiects 

,Hallcrest Vineyards 
and Winery 

............................................................... , 

I :-. 

Meet your frie 
at .... 

Felton 
.Dial 335-9962 

ttttL, 

On - and - Off Sale • ~-;:-=:,r 
Liquors 

Your Rexall Pharmacy 

We Give S & H Green· 
Stamps on All Purchases 

• Highway 9 in Felton 
335-4314 -- 335-9077 

OPEN ALL DAY, EVERY DAY 
• ·Jock Eddy -- Brent Rice 
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Heading down to Felton 
The old fiume carried lumber from Boulder Creek to Felton until 

the railroad replaced it. 

'The Shunk' • 
"The Skunk," as 1t was affectionately called, was a gasoline powered 

rig that operated between Felton and Santa Cruz in 1911-12. It didn't 

have the necessary power as passengers bad to get out and push at 
the Rincon grade. 

01rs is t•• last Store 
01 t•• Way to Loe• 

PICNIC NEEDS GROCERIES 

COCKTAILS SWIMMING -

ACE'S BAR 
at 

LOMPICO CLUB. 

-.. ---

---

Visit the 100-Yeor-Old 

TOLL HOUSE RESORT 
Separate cottages with kitchenettes, 
completely furnished for a pleasant 
vacation in the woods, 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 2 to 8 PERSONS 

WEEKLY AND DAILY RATES FROM 7.50 

1650 Highway 9, Sou~h 
Felton, California 
Dial 335-9960 

For Out-of-This-World Living 

Live in the San Lorenzo Valley! 

FOR DEPENDABLE AUTO REPAIRS 

TED ROLFF AUTO REPAaS 

GATES TIRES 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

• 

Hwy 9, North, at San Lorenz.o Way 
1/2 Mlle North of Felton 

PHONE 335-5411 

• 

Dynovision 
Tune-Ups 

f'. ";+' '.· ,. 

; . 
...-:. 

·-----

TEXACO PRODUCTS 
ENGINE REPAIRS 

Felton Speeclwash 
Rustic Oak Sh~piog Center, Next to Safeway • 335-9980 

COME HERE 
TO DO YOUR LAUNDRY 

lots ·of Hot Water 

• Cold Wash Equipment As WeN 

• Handy to Safeway, Shopping Center, 

• Friendly Atmosphere 

• Always Clean and Neat 



BEN LOMOND'S MILL STREET IN 1901 

BOULDER CREEK IN AN EARLIER TIME 

After Breakfast 
Bring the family 
for a 
SWIM at 
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NOW! Freshly made pizza! 
10oz. NEW YORK STEAK DINNER $1.49 

Late dinners & sandwiches 

GOURMET SPAGHETT,I 1D:INNER $1 
EVERY WEDNESDAY • Child's Portion 75~ 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
Monday through Frldily at 11:00 a.m. ... 
Weekends at 9:00 a.m. 

Happy eating, breakfast,ers 

Enjoy a pleasant visit to one of 
Felton's landmarks -
The Covered Bridµ;e 

NEWPORT 
SHELL SERVICE 

Hwy 9, So. Felton 335-7770 

~-= ~-
!'\=£--. - ,_ 

(/7 1/~ • • iiiii ... ,ii,: .. ~~~~::C--0-.....~ 

. . ... ~· 

~~C.-~J==~~~~-~_,r-

CLUB ZA Y ANTE. 
Heated Pool -Dining Room 

Bar- Snack ,Shop 
3022 ZA Y ANTE ROAD - TELEPHONE FELTON 335-7 406 



' 

Page 8 1967 Old Covered Bridge Commemorattve Issue 

Grease the skids 
This -shows bow the oxe!l teams "snaked'' the redwood logs down 

tbe greased skids. According to Ted Toft tbe bull driver is probably 
Chris E 1 ff er ts and tbe scene is possibly at Brookdale. PHO'IU 
COURTESY OF NICK BELARDI. 

Tlw main corner 
Originally this was tbe Grand Central Hotel wbieh was in full opera-

tion at the turn of tbe century. Later it became the Felton Hotel and 
bel"";-~ to Nick Belardi, who provided this ~to. Smiley's and the 
Village Kitchen are now at this corner location. 

COME HAVE FUN ... 
LARGE PUBLIC POOL SNACK BAR 

ENCHANTING RIVERSIDE DINING ROOM & COCKTAIL LOU"GE 
FEATURING FINE CHINESE & AMERICAN DISHES 

BREAKFASTS & DINNERS 

CABINS•MOTEL DAY OR WEEK (REASONABLE RATES) 

Meet the New Owners at 

TOWW& co•TRY LODGE. 
BEN l_O~ND 336-5011 

, YOU WON'T BE SORRYI 
If you cash in on this saving in men's 
trousers. (Famous brand) One style only 
in three colors with Continental styling 
and pre-pressed. No belt - no cuff. Excellent 
tailoring and fit. Guaranteed washable and 
fully shrunk. Waist sizes from 29 to 34. Also, 
a few larger ~izes. Regular price $7.00. 

Stock up 
C\' NOWI 

;'i~~$4.99 

Men's and Young Men's 

COLORED KNIT 
T SHIRTS 

With pocket, Flat knit 
• 'Pack-,Nit" fabric, Tape 

. reinforced neck, In pastel 
& deep tone fashion solids, 
Shrink resistant fabrics 
that retain their colors 
washing after washing. 
Sizes: Small, Med., Lge., 
and XLge. 

JENKl,NS' 
General 
Merchandise 

Downtown Felton - 335-7252 - Open Sundays 10-2 

Here's Wishing You Many More 

BRIDGE BREAKFASTS 
and for· a really, Good dinner, its 

GORDON'S CHUCK HOUSE 
on Mt. Hermon Rd. and Scotts Valley Drive 
"Home of Prime Ribs of Beef'' 

Tomorrow Morning We Hope to See You at 

Gordon's GOLD CUP CAFE 
Next to City Hall in Scotts Volley 

Not iust a place to live, 
but a way to live ... 

EASTRIDGE 
End of !titln Road, Near Ben LOPIOlld 

Custom Building • All Improvements In 
Y2 Acre Lots, $6200 - $6700(Architect's Fee Included) 

CLIFF TABER ~n.ui•J 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

Hal Storm, Designer 

decorators originals - tables - art pjeces 
artistic driftwood - candelabras 

carleve creations 
c•arles 'bill' 

. 1Yely1 

telephone 336-8198 
~07 highway 9 ·south 

7W.-"""'------

post office box 36.4 
ben lomond, california • 



Once tlwre was a pair 

r..:i:iil 

W~ile Yo1're at •reakfast, 
let us service earl 

Bob's 
FELTON MOBIL SERVICE 

ONE STOP SERVICE •ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

- Bob Moore, Owner -

llt. Hermon Rd. at Hwy 9 Felton 335-7114 

FELTOIN 
QUARRY 

Hamen, Silvey & Sinrwtt 
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Tbis reproduction from an old postcard shows a scene prior to 
May 9, 1908. About that date Mrs. Ted (Mae) Toft was sent the post-
card from ber mother to remember ber birthday. Tbe Southern 
Pacific railroad bridge on the right shows that the grade to it 1s 
not finished. Wbile the Old Covered Bridge sUll stands and cets 
better looting each year (thanks to the efforts of the Felton VolUDteer 
Firemen), the twin bridge 1s now gone with only its two piers left 
to remind us that it once was there. 

Air Alleys 
Bar and Restaurant 

Hwy 9 So., in the Heart of Felton 



... 
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The_ bridge came to ~e 
in 1892-now 75 years young 

Felton's Old Covered Bridge was built 
in 1892. It replaced an uncovered bridge 
tbat had stood in the same spot and had 
been used by pioneers and loggers as 
early as 1841. 

The first bridge bad been constructed 
lower over the San Lorenzo River. and 
the contour of its approach road is dis-
cernible under the covered bridge today. 

Tbe pioneers' bridge bas been des-
cribed as '• a span of iron with wood 

. abutments.•• It apparently served the 
area well, but the wet winter of 1889-90 
raised the· river water to high levels. 
Logs swept downstream in the turbulent 
river bombarded the bridge. Bark 
scraped off the logs as they hit under-
neath the bridge piled up on the bridge 
noor. • 

The following year it was apparent 
the bridge bad been weakened so seri-
ously that a new one was needed. 

So it was that the old covered bridge 
was built. Tbe contractor was an Oak-
land firm, and the firm's sign, "Cotton 
Brothers," was affixed to the structure. 

• 1t became as famlllar to local travelers as the shake roof, the approach ramps 
and the ornate iron work braces used 
to support the interior upper trusses. 

During its years of service, freight 
hauling horse-drawn wagons rumbled 
over it on their way to the steep and 
rough Graham Hill Road and Mt. Her-
mon Road. 

The stage and mail carrier from the 
F el ton railroad station carried the 
newly-arrived visitors across the bridge 
to the Felton hotels. 

And eventually, the horseless car-
riage, with goggled drivers in their 
dusters became a part of the scene. 

In later years, one Valley resident 
recalled, "Back there in the early 1920's 
the girls sure loved to cross tllat old 
bridge in the Maxwell I used to have.'' 

The year beforethefirstFeltonVolun-

teer Fire Department was formed, the 
Old Covered Bridge was sentenced to 
retirement. 

ID 1938, the reinforced concrete bridge 
spanning the San Lorenzo River at Felton 
was completed, and the old bridge was 
bypused. 

Tbe· new bridge fed,traffie more 
directly into Mt. Hermon and Graham 
HWRoads. 

The old bridge stood alocie, a span 
with a portion of county road at each 
end, tbat led nowheTe. Time and weather. 
bad· ravaged it, and its continued exis-
tence, without rep&ir, was doubtful. 

Then Felton's Volunteer Firemen 
made the restoration of the bridge their 
project, under an agreement with the 
county. • 

For the last seven years, the firemen 
have raised funds to repair the bridge 
with their Old Covered Bridge Break-
fasts. 

One of these days, their work will be 
completed, and when that my arrives, 
they have another project in mind. 

Tbe county owns a strip of land be-
tween the bridge road and the river, 
north of the bridge. The firemen bope 
that the county will agree to establishing 
a small park on the land with a picnic 
area and restrooms. 

The firemen would like to participate in 
the creation of such a spot, which would 
add to the enjoyment of the restored 
bridge. 

They also have another goal, the in-
stallation of a State Marker to point out 
the bridge as one of California's spots of 
historical interest. 

When the restoration work is com-
pleted, each end of the bridge will once 
again bear the same signs it wore in the 
~s Qf use by borseba.(.k .rid.en and 
teamsters, '15 fine for rldingoruriviog 
over this bridge faster than a walk." 

This Coupon Entitles Bearer to a 

at the looth Anniversary of the Old Covered 
Bridge to be held 25 years from now at the 
33rd Annual Bridge Breakfast. May you enjoy >Q 

c;,< it in good health. ><:::-

Fl-'_,!, TON VOLUNTEER FIREMEN, INc! 
----- § ~~Mlli~~JfiTI)JJ~j(OOOO~ 

E.H.GRANSBURY 
JEWELER· - WATCHMAKER 

Happy Birthday, 
_ Qld Covered Bridge 

Hwy'9, So. Felton 335-4504 

.-

J & W Cleaners 

Expert Dry Cleaning 

Done in Our Own 

Up-To-Date Plant 

l•DA Y SERVICE AVAILABLE 
Hwy 9, So., Felton- 335-4322 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • • • The Halbur Inn 
* Dancing 
• Cocktails * 

• 

* Entertainment ·• 
. 

1 /2 Mile South Felton , Highway 9 Phone 335-7262 

• 

............................................................... , 

.. ,, . ~. 
[OMPLETE SERVICE 
• 26-12 Lb. Speed lleen IVashers 
• 12 Dryers 
• 2-25 lb. Big Boy Washers 
• 2 Hair Dryers 

Felton 
Grove 

Coin 
Laundry 

Graham Hill RC>rld 
Felton 

Near Mt. Hermon Rd. 
Intersection 

OPE_N DAILY 
7:30 AM. TO 11 P.M. 

,-~n:....--0-1:1 •--.o~A•f.,:[),ie-•r•8°
0

r•~•OH~,..f•a.,S°': •~•rMl:
141

:-S:-t•h'°~•--.n~ 

I' HARRUB & SON FIX-11' SHOP 
ANTIQUES AND REFINISHING 

GUNS • CLOCKS AND MACHINE WORK 

SPECIALIZING IN RESTORATION OF COLLECTOR'S ITEMS 

Felton Grove 
Around the corner from Laundry 

Phone 335-7198 



LAST YEAR'S BRIDGE BREAKFAST BROUGHT OUT 

A GOODLY CROWD--OVER 1300 

AND THERE SHOULD BE MORE TODAY 

PANCAKE CHEF ED NEWLIN SERVES THEM UP 

NICE AND HOT 

Photos by The Valley Press 

, ............................................................. . 
• • • • • • • • 

24-HOUR TOWING SERVICE 
~"" -~ DIAL 438-3260 

FOOTHILL 
AUTO WRECKERS 

NEIi ANO USED PARTS FOR ALL 
MAKES AND MODELS 

WE BUY ALL IUKES AND MODELS 

"Scotts Valley" 
700 Mt. Hennon R~. s~ crua, California 

............................................................... . 
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SPRING LAKES is unique-it presents a ~iol way of life for the Mobire 

Home dweller. 27 beautifully landscaped acres on the sun1,y .side of 

Santa Cruz ore dotted with lakes and streams. The charming Koran 

bridge pictured above leads across the water to a floating tea house. 

Jou must come to see for yourself the trout fishing along the streams, the 

country club atmosphere, the c~rming clubhouse with billiord room 

and library, the pool-patio complex, the walking paths through 3½ 

acres of Azalea Wood. 
We're open for visitors every day from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

S,PRING· LAKES 
225 mount hermon road/ santa cruz / california 

Enjoy The Old Covered Bridge Breakfast .. 

Then stop for lunch or dinner 

Open Daily 11 to , I 
~~~o-0_0_0_~-0-·o-a_,a,_ 

''We oroceaa our o'Ml meat•• 

I 423-3451 Camp Evers Showf.Dg Center 
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1 Bed ROOII 

wil Kitcllel. 
& Bal 

··CABIN 
812995'?° 

NOT 
ONLY FOR 
f AMIL Y FUN AND 
VACATIONS-IDEAL FOR 

' 

How Long Have You ~anted 

Your Own Mountain Cabin? 

, ,.... ... . .• 
I, t.., . r . . , , ·11---. 

... • 

-~'·, 

-
-

• Shell Erected On Your Lot 

2::: 
& Bath 

CABIN 
83495'?° 

PS. WE 
HAVE MANY 

CHOICE MOUNTAIN 

FUTURE RETIREMENT, SECOND 
HOMES, INCOME SUMMER RENTALS 
& INVESTMENT 

"lbose Long Hot Summers' 

Will Be Cool For You! • LOTS, SOME NEAR STREAMS 
& ALL UTILITIES'AVAILAB~E FROM 

$1~ 00 AND UP. 

NOW!· 
TODAY! 

438-3771 
475-5341 

1BEN BROWN HOMES 
Open 7 Days A Week,. 351 MOUNT HERMON ROAD Hours: 9:30 o.m. to 9.;30 p.m. 

, 
Including ijolidays. Across from Santa Cruz ~unicipol Airport Or By Appointment. 

SCO'ITS VAILEY 

BEN :BROWN HOMES_ .Main Office P.O. Box 2~1 T res Pino~. Calif. 95075 Phone 628-3553 
I • • I 



Felton's OLD COVERED BRIDGE 

COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE 
JULY 9, 1967 

THE BEN LOMOND 

HYLTON MOTEL' 
On the river in the San Lorenzo 
Valley -- 15 minutes to Santa Croz 
Beach. Spacious rooms and apart-
ments • . AAA approved • . TV .. 
Free continental breakfast .. Heated 
pool. Near Big Basin Park. Write or 
phone for reservations -- day, week 
or month. 

Highway 9, North. 
Ren Lomond, California 95005 

Area Code 408: 336-5643 

. .. •, 

1610 Highway 9 South 

halfway between Felton & Ben lomond 

REDWOOD -- GIFTS -- TOYS 
0101 336-5158 

PLAY GOLF 
Tom Culligan's 

BOULDER CR,,EK GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB 
Amonw The Reclwwoocls 

BREAKFAST~LUNCH-COCTAILS IN THE BEAUTIFUL REDWOOD ROOM 

GOLF PRO SHOP 

CARTS ELECTRIC & PULL 

Jt 

18 HOLE RATES DAILY 2.50 

SAT., SUN.& HOLIDAYS 5.00 

• SWIMMING POOL 

HAL 

WELLS 

PGA 

PRO 

PACIFIC 

OCEAN 

3½ Miles West 
of Boulder Creek...--...-

BOULDER CREEK 
-

GOLF &COUNTRY CLUB 

Page A 
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Felton Center 
Where You'll Find These Fine Stores 
Offering Merchandise and Services 

-

e ·FELTON PAINT CENTER .!FELTON HARDWARE· . 

• FABRIC BUFFET e HUGHES & ANDERSON, ~· • 

e RALPHS TV AND 
APPLIANCE STORE. 

CPA ~-1--~ 
~l e SERENO'S HAIR 

STYLING 
~i •. > ·,IN·· 

·•• ~' ~c:/~!!!!·~~ 

•. FRANK'S OW COVERED 
BRIDGE BAlt.BER SHOP 

--- Located in the Heart of Felton --

• BOYSEN and l&H PAINTS 
• WALLPAPER 
• AiTISl'S SUPPLIES 
• BULK FEEDS for PETS 

BIRD SEED 
FELTON 

Paint Center 

' -. '\ 
I . -. :. 

~-J 

·f " 

, . 
r:. . ·,,. ., _,, • ~-
,., . ., 

.i~ . ' 

335-4838 

The most 
modern shop 
in the Valley 

Noted for •• : •• •. : ••••••• 
Outstanding Coiffures 
Styling and Cutting 

Sereno's 
HAIRSTYLING 

335-5244. 

WE f:f A VE THEM ... 
Electrical S11>Plies 
Tools - Glass 
Plumbing Fixtures, Supplies 
Gittware 
Houseware 
Garden Supplies - SaKrete 
Cement - Pipes - Fittings 

'at;..~ Fuller Paints 
,1 Homelite.saws {Sales, Service, 
~,J Rental) 

Tool Equipment Rentals •. , 
OPEN SUNDAYS 9 TO 2 

FELTON: 
HARDWARE 

In the Felton Center 

335-4288 

Nobody Buiku • Quality Color TV 
Quite Like 

.Adn•lrol 
• 

· Your Admiral Dealer· 

RALPH'S 
TY SERVICE 

COMPLETE SALES and SERVICE, TV and APP,LIANCES 335-7760 

, • .. 
• . 

I 

t 
\ • 

.. 

_) 

• 'Best wishes and 

happy dining 

on the Bridge' 

Frank's 
OLD 

COVERED 
BRIDGE 

1BARBER SHOP 
335-7667 



Short stnp-uver 

HILEY'S TREE SmYICE 
HILEY EQUIPPED - HILEY TRAINED 

Servinq All of 
Santa Cruz County 

SJnce 1946 

STATE LICENSED TREE CONTRACTOR - INSURED 
Public Liability & Property Damage 

• Covered by Compensation * TOPPING . * SlUMP GRINDING * FALLING * TRIMMING * CUSTOM WOOD * REMOVING * THINNING SPLITTING * SURGERY 
"We Handle AU-Big oz Small" 

REDWOOD ROUNDS - TABLE TOPS - ETC. 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Compare Ow Prices - Compare Ow Services 

Phone 335-4625 I 
P. 0. IOX 477 - FllTON HWY. 9 NOITN - NI.TON 

-- ALSO --

Hiley's Redwood Proclacts 
• Patio Ro~nds • Split Rails 
.• Rustic and Burl Table T ~ps 

• 
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A South Pacific Coast passenger train takes a short respite at this 
lonely stop {possibly at Laurel or Glenwood) on the run from Alameda 
through Felton to Santa Cruz. Note the depot made by converting a 
passenger car and perching a roof over it. Note also that the narrow-
gauge iron monster devours wood. One of the favorite trips for East 
Bay folks was the excursion to Big Trees where giant picnics were 
held. 

Take it from the People 
Who Deal in Wood ...... 

We bave a special affection for Felton•s Old Covered Bridge. 
We're wishing it a Happy 75th AnniYersary and are looting 
forward to its 100th. 

SANTA CRUZ LUMB'ER 
.111111 .-....,aldaaa 7 HEADQUARTllS 

BOULDER CREEK 
Celltral A Ye. 

33~848'1 
Open '1 days a week. 

FELTON 
Grallam Hill Rd. 

335.,4423 
~losed' SUDday 
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Felton's history ... next year 
100 years old 

Felton, laid out as a town in 1868 by 
Edward Stanley, bad been a lumbering 
center since 1843 when Isaac Graham 
transferred his pioneer mill from the 
Zaynte to the San Lorenzo rlver oppo-
site Fall Creek. 

Stanley was disposing of land which 
bad been taken by his uncle, John A. 
Stanley, a South Carolinian., on a mort-
gage from Graham. The oame was that 
of Stanley's lawyer, Charles N. Felton, 
who 23 years later was elected senator 
from California. 

Sawmills had spread up and down the 
river, all of which hauled to ford the 
San Lorenzo and Zayame and go down 
the Graham Grade, The road down the 
west side of the San Lorenzo had been 
pushed south to Gold Gulch, where in 
1868 Page, Donnell & Lee put up a big 
mill which was bougbt in 1870 by George 
Treat and became famous as the first 
steam mill in the San Lorenzo Valley. 

The road north from Santa Cruz had 
been bt.ilt past Rincon. Stanley and Eben 
Bennett took a $6,000 county contract 
to u nit e the two. The joined route 
operated as a toll road until 1872 when 
its cost bad been met. 

Mills multiplied around Felton in the 
fifties and sixties.OtisAsbley,NewYork 
state veteran of the Mexican war, worked 
briefly for Graham and then put in his 
own mill. Ben Whipple bought the Sain-
sevain mill at what is now Paradise Park 
and moved it up. 

Stanley named as his agent for sale of 
'!'elton lots, Horace Gusbee, who bad 
nearly a year earlier begun discussing 
with other Santa Cruzans the feasibility 
of a railroad up the San Lorenzo. Plans 
were to run it twenty miles to 
Creek, but it was never built past Fel-
ton, to which the first train ran October 
9,1875. A year after the Santa Cruz and 
the Felton, the line's two locomotives, 
began hauling trains over the oarrow 
gauge track along the west bank of the 
river, a syndicate of San Jose men 
interested in lumbering built the 14-
mile "V" flume which brought the lum- • 
ber to Felton from near Waterman Gap. 

The newFeltonboomed. WalterCooper 
and J.M. Merrill put up a store, saloon 
and hotel building. Hubbard w. Mc.Koy, 
ruty year old Vermonter, came from El 
Dora.do county, leased the hotel, opened 
a post office on agreement to haul mail 
for nothing on his "express" from Santa 
Cruz. A courle of years later he installed 
a blacksmith shop and hired Potter 
Paschall to run it. 

Two young brothers, James F. and 
Jerimiah Cunningham, natives of New 
Brur. c;wick Who bad fought through the 
CivU War iD a Maine regiment, were 
leaders in the latter sixties. In 1871 

J.F. Cunningham and Mc.Koy opened a 
general store. 

San Lorenzo school district, created in 
1863 at Ashley's on the San Lorenzo 
river, changed its name in 1875 to Felton 
and a building was constructed there. 

Since Felton was the population center 
of San Lorenzo township, the justice of 
the peace and constable were located 
there in the middle seventies. One of 
the first Justices was ex-Sheriff A.L. 
Rountree who in 1878 came down from 
Davenport Landing, where he had been 
running. a hotel, and took over the Big 
Tree House. 

Stanley provided forachurchbydooat-
ing in 1869 a lot for anEpiscopalparish, 
making Gushee and Joseph Boston of 
Santa Cruz trustees. The trust was dis-
solved many yea.rs later when Ben Lo-
mond EpiSCOµiil µilrish was declared to 
include Felton, and the lot was sold. 
The Presbyterian church was built in 
1893. 

With the narrow gauge outlet to a ship-· 
ping point in Santa Cruz and the flume 
funneling most of the lumber of the San 
Lorenzo Valle:, through Felton, the town 
continued to grow. The county bridged 
the old ford across the San Lorenzo in 
September, 1878. 

The early nineties were the high point 
in the town's population and prosperity. 
Thomas Cramer erected the Central 
Hotel opposite Cunningham's Big Tree 
House. J.G. Tanner of Santa Cruz put 
in a branch of his drug store. James 
F.Cunningham was elected to the legis-
lature. A year later, in 1883, a bose 
company organized with Wallace B. 
Drew, the livery man, as chief. 

Construction of the Southern Pacific 
Coast Railroad branch up the valley to 
Boulder Creek in 1884 moved the lum-
ber shipping center. The fiume between 
Felton and Boulder Creek was torn down 
and its right of way used for most of the 
new rail route. The Southern Pacific 
Coast laid out the new town of Boulder 
Creek. Cunningham & Co. put up a store 
there and several mills moved up the 
n.lley. 

An experimenW corporation of Felton· 
as a village began with the election on 
April 14, 1884 of D.L. Kent, C.H. Winter 
and E.J. Rubottom as trustees; Drew as 
marshall; and George Ley as treasurer. 
This lasted only a short time. 

A fire on October Z9, 1888, took Cun-
ningham's Big Tree House, Drew's liver:, 
stable, the town hall and post office - a 
total of five stores and four other build-
ings. Another blaze on September 17, 
1896, destroyed the Kent buildings and 
several other cottages. A· fire in 1907 
burned the school house. 

BROOKDALE LODGE· 
Under New Ownership 

ROOMS AVAILABLE 
COFFEE SHOP OPEN 

-------PLEASE NOTE-------
our Famous Diningroom Will Soon Open • • . Like Our 
Miramar Hotel in Half Moon Bay, We Will Se"e a Conti-· 
nental Cuisine With Emphasis on Seafood. Soon, Crab 
~caloppine Feed on Weekends I 

liwy. 9 Brookdale 338-6433 

l 

I 

I 

SUNDAYS - Cha pagne Fizz Breakfast 

MONDAYS -MmCIN 
NIGHT 

DIRECT FROM MEXICO CITY 
YSIDRO RIVERA & HIS 

MARIACHI BAND 
Home-Made Tamales and 

Enchiladas 
Come Join The Fun. 

FRIDAYS, SATURDAYS-Piano Bar with Irv Eisele 

SATURDAY - Frank lllbord Trio • Dancing 

ANY EVENING - Di oner served 5: 30 to 10, Cocktai Is 

LOU'S RONucle-YOO 
In Beautiful Ben Lomond 336-9976 

Citizens Utilities Co. 
OF CALIFORNIA 

Serving the Felton Area 
with 

Mountain-Pure W Ider 

IN FELTON 
IT'S 

BLACK'S 
WESTERN AUTO 

Open Dally 9-6; Sundays 10-3 
.. 

Hwy. 9, Felton - Across from Safeway - 335-4221 
I 

l 

' 

: 

I' 



Road sprinkling in. Felton 
Here Ed Dollar waters down Felton's main street in an earlier time 

in the town's history. The building behind the wagon is the former 
Cramer House, owned and operated by Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Hendrick 
for four years beginning in 1898. At the time of imto, the old building 
was tbe Felton Hotel. Now rather different in appearance, the structure 
houses Heavenly Hamburger and A Villa of Beauty. 

Wagon wheels. • • • 
Wagon wheels rolling out of Felton 

before dawn, in the early part of the 
century, were symbolic of the town's 
strategic location in the Valley. 

It was the hub of the area. The rail-
road had come into the Valley, but things 
produced here could not reacb market 
without the wagons. 

The teamsters with their helpers, 
"Swampers," as they were called. tra-
veNe<Hhe-aurow-rutiedmoumaua~ 
to carry the lumber products, lime, and 
produce to the railroad and otber points. 

The teamsters were men who owned 
their own horses andwagons, sometimes 
more than one outfit. They would haul by 
contract or by the day. 

The teamsters, in a way, had a part in 
establishing the grape growing industry 
in San Joaquin ftlley. The thousands of 
grape stakes used in the original vine-
yards were hauled out of the woods by 
Valley teamsters. 

They were also an essential part of a 
local grape growing enterprise. There 
were extensive vineyards in the Bonny 
Doon area, and the teamsters hauled the 

. grapes to the winery at Glenwood. 
• It was a two day trip fl'om Bonny Doon 

down the mountain, over Mt.Hermonand 
along the old Glenwood highway. 

There were other men with wagons who 
delivered things to people in the isolated 
areas. A wagon used to go out from Fel-
ton•s general store once or twice a week. 

~tan anJ. dlnn dlvdi.a 

In addition to delivering merchandise, 
the driver was the bearer of the latest 
news. 

He was also the shopping assistant and 
advisor to many of the women who only 
came to town two or three times a year, 
though they lived only a few miles away. 

Often times be would be entrusted to 
pick out buttons suitable to a newly-
made dress and would be given a swatch 
ftF'Wft!lft!t to ~ecfl011 '11'11"","flW 

would be expected to describe the latest 
bolts of goods whicb bad arrived at the 
store. 

There were other wagons, bearing 
things to sell, sucb as thegreeogrocer's 
wagon from Santa Cruz, aod the meat 
wagon, which came to Felton once or 
hrice a week. 

One of the most popilar wagons in the 
era must have been the water wagon, 
though. The dirt road in summer was 
pulverized to thick layers of powdered 
dust by the iron wheels. . 

The water wagon, drawn by a team of 
four or five horses would make the trip 
once a day from Felton to Boulder Creek 
and down to Santa Cruz laying the dust 
with a sprinkler. 

There were water tanks along the way 
for refilling the wagon, and troughs 
where the horses could drink. One of 
the troughs can still be seen aloog High-
way 9 enroute to Santa Cruz. 

Ann's Western Wear 
e COMPLrTIE LINIE OP' WIEBTIERN WIEAR 

e TACK ROOM e SU-LIES 

RueTIC OAK CENTER 
Hwv. a. so_ • ~- o. Box 884 

fl'IELTON. CALIP'. 
Bus. 33!1-8124 

HOMIE 338-4844 
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YE OLDE KNIT 
SHOPPE 

• FREE KNITTING INSTRUCTION 
• CUSTOM KNITTING 

• UNGER, BERNAT-& 

COLUMBIA-MINERY fl( YARNS 

[ 10 to 5:30 J 
. Rustic Oak Shopplllg ctr. - Felton .. 335-7151 

w w w w bC w bC .. w 

A SIZE 
FOR THE 
WHOLE 
FAMILY 

OPEN D.lllY 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m. 

;r FELTON LIQUORS 
Finest Selection of Liqoors, Wines, 
and Beer in the Valley - Imported 

Beer and Wines 

Owned and Operated by 
Grace and Jack Verutti 

For the Best Buys, 
TRY US! 

FREE ICE WITH • TELEPHONE 
PURCHASE 335-7511 

The Dellclou•,'• 
I 

mpanlons, those bmarines 
and Delicious Barbecued Beef on a Bun, Hot Dogs & 
Chili Dogs. Frosty-Cones. 

FREE. 
With this Ad. 

Offer Expires hi&, 1 ONE 
Ole Per 0.istDl!ler . A & w 

OOT BEER 
AT 

,. & w ROOT BEER I 

Hwy 9S •• Feltoa 
.(A.cross fr Safeway) 
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'The train' s in!' 

Seopa,st'4 'J,ue 
ITAUAN FOOD OUR SPECIALTY 

Big Basin Way_. BOULDER CREEK, 338-99'79 
For the Summer ..• Closed TUESDAY ONLY 

SERYIHlrIUHCll-and. i>lNNER 
Broiled Steaks Cocktail lounge 

That must have been the cry each time the narrow gauge pi.ssenger 
train came up from Felton. 'Ibis photo, taken before 1900, shows a 
scene that can never be re-enacted in this mountain town. 

"Have a delightful breakf a,st 

1BAYSIDE 

OIL ·CORPORATION 

ALLUBE 

• • • 

' I~• H,v, A Comp!"' Seloolion ol Iii J., fine Wines & Liquors 
Private Banquet Roolls. 
S.all or Laree Parties Dial 335-7208 P. 0. Box 601 FELTON 

Fronk Lavis, Field Manager 

Ellis Mamet • PUEI. CONDITIONERS • HEAVY DUTY 

INPVSTRIAL ENGINE 

• LUBRICATING OILS 

.. E(lUIPMENT . FREEZER BEEF OUR SPECIAL TY • REXOL-ALLUBE 

• PIB Ll.'BRICANT INDUSTRIAL 
,. FORTIFIERS LUBRICANTS HALFWAY BETWEEN 

FELTON AND BEN LOMOND WHITE LEAD GREASE • MOLY-GREASE 

" 

.. 



At the sign of the Chevron . . . 
We take better care of your earl 

Tune Up Brake Wolit 

Mufflers Tailpipes Lubrication 

GIBLINS CHEVRON SERVICE 
Bennett & Highway 9 
Felton, California 

Tom Giblin 
335-4248 

SMITHWOODS RESORT 
ON THE RIVER 

TRAILERS - CABINS - CAMPING 

Your Hosts - Don & Bette Kelly 

P.O. BOX 27 PHONE 335-4321 

l 

: 

1 MILE SOUTH OF FELTON HWY 9, SOUTH FELTON, CALIF , 

u-••······· .. ···-··-·-···· ,. • • • • • • • • • • OLD 
COVERED BRIDGE 
FRUIT STAND 
At the Ent ranee to Old ~vered 
Bridge Road and Graham Hi I l and 
Mt. Hermon Roads 

"Where Farmer Meets You" 

•• •• • • • • • • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

P.O. Box45 
Felton 335-7502 
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VIEW OF SOUTH SIDE 

Tlwse earlier Hallowe'ens 
A few years ago, youngsters in the 

Valley used to gather on the main street 
in Felton and engage in good natured 
water balloon fights on Halloween night, 
but after a time the water balloon.s gave 
way to eggs and apples, and sberifrs 
deJXJties discouraged the exercise. 

At the turn of the century, the main 
street was also frequently a focal point 
for evidence of Halloween spirit 

One old-time resident recalls that a 
lady of the town might awaken the next 
morning to find that other residents were 
inspecting her "wash'• on her clothes 

line, which had been "transplanted" from 
her yard to the middle of main street. 

Not an uncommon occurenee, either, 
was the appearance of someone's pri-
me "reading room0 with the catalogues 
still inside. 

When Halloween rascals weren't busy 
on main street they were-often engaging 
in a bit of "moonlight horsetrading." A 
teamster shuffling out to his barn before 
dawn to get his horses ready for the 
day's hauling, often found his neigflhor's 
horses in his stalls, instead of his own. 

Trout Farm ln_n 
DINNERS 

COCKTAILS ----
. SW,IMMING · -

Year Round Trout Fishing 

1500 Zayante Road - Phone 335-4317 
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